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CODE  OF  PRACTICE  FOR  EXPLORATION  OPERATIONS 
ALBERTA  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 


Introduction 

1(1)  The  Code  of  Practice  for  Exploration  Operations  is  incorporated  by  the  Conservation 
and  Reclamation  Regulation  (A.R.  115/93),  under  the  authority  of  section  36  of  the 
Environmental  Protection  and  Enhancement  Act.  Operators  affected  by  this  Code  must  meet  all 
its  requirements  to  ensure  that  their  activities  are  in  compliance  with  Alberta's  environmental  laws. 
The  Code  applies  to  all  land  in  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

(2)  This  Code  of  Practice  outlines  the  environmental  requirements  for  conducting  and 
reclaiming  an  exploration  operation  for  coal  or  oil  sands.  These  requirements  must  be  complied 
with  by  operators  carrying  out  such  exploration  operations  within  the  Province  of  Alberta.  The 
Code  is  intended  to  ensure  that  land  disturbed  by  exploration  operations  is  returned  to  a land 
capability  that  is  equivalent  to  the  pre-disturbance  capability.  Prior  to  conducting  an  exploration 
operation,  operators  are  encouraged  to  consult  with  persons  or  parties  that  may  be  affected  by  the 
operation. 

(3)  In  addition  to  this  Code  of  Practice,  operators  must  comply  with  all  requirements  of 
the  Environmental  Protection  and  Enhancement  Act  and  its  associated  regulations.  Operators 
must  apply  for  and  obtain  a reclamation  certificate  for  the  exploration  operation  in  accordance 
with  section  1 22  of  the  Environmental  Protection  and  Enhancement  Act  and  the  information 
requirements  of  section  12  of  the  Conservation  and  Reclamation  Regulation  (A.R.  115/93). 

(4)  Operators  are  responsible  for  obtaining  any  approvals,  permits,  licenses,  leases, 
dispositions,  or  other  documentation  required  under  any  other  legislation.  The  Public  Lands  Act 
is  of  particular  relevance  to  exploration  operations.  To  enter  public  land,  operators  require  a 
surface  disposition  under  the  Public  Lands  Act.  The  disposition  regulates  land  and  resource 
management  matters,  including  siting,  timing,  buffers,  wildlife  and  fisheries.  To  enter  private  land, 
the  operator  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the  landowner.  When  exploration  activities,  such  as 
stream  crossings,  affect  watercourses,  an  approval  may  be  required  under  the  Water  Resources 
Act. 

(5)  Operators  affected  by  this  Code  must  register  with  Alberta  Environmental  Protection 
prior  to  carrying  out  exploration  operations  for  coal  or  oil  sands.  Exploration  operations  that  are 
regulated  by  an  approval  issued  under  the  Environmental  Protection  and  Enhancement  Act  do 
not  need  to  be  registered.  Section  3 of  this  Code  deals  with  registration  in  greater  detail. 

(6)  Questions  or  concerns  regarding  the  application  or  contents  of  this  Code  of  Practice 
can  be  addressed  to: 


Alberta  Environmental  Protection 
Land  Reclamation  Division 
3rd  Floor,  9820  - 106  Street 


Edmonton,  AB  T5K  2J6 
Phone:  (403)  427-6202 

Fax:  (403)  422-0080 

Definitions 

2(1)  In  this  Code  of  Practice, 

(a)  "cultivated  land"  means  land  that  has  been  ploughed  to  prepare  a seed  bed  at  some 
time  and  has  a well-defined  Ap  horizon,  and  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to, 

(i)  cultivated  peat  lands, 

(ii)  lands  under  continuous  and  rotational  cropping  systems, 

(iii)  hayland,  and 

(iv)  grassland  that  has  a well-defined  Ap  horizon  and  a reasonable  likelihood  of 
cultivation; 

(b)  "disturbed  land"  means  any  land  on  which  the  operator  conducts,  causes  or  permits 
to  be  conducted  any  operation  or  activity  associated  with  an  exploration  operation, 
consisting  of  or  resulting  in  any  disturbance,  exposure,  covering,  erosion, 
degradation  or  deterioration  of  the  surface  of  the  land  in  any  manner; 

(c)  "drill  hole  site"  means  a site  where  drilling  is  conducted  for  the  purpose  of  an 
exploration  operation  but  does  not  include  an  oil  production  site; 

(d)  "exploration  operation"  means  any  investigation,  work  or  act  to  determine  the 
presence  of  coal  or  oil  sands  by  test  drilling,  excavation  or  other  means  that  results 
in  surface  disturbance  or  that  may  cause  an  adverse  effect,  but  excludes  any 
exploration  operation  that  is  the  subject  of  a permit,  licence,  or  approval  under  the 
Exploration  Regulation  (A.R.  32/90); 

(e)  "forested  land"  means  treed  or  bush  land; 

(f)  "grassland"  means  land  that  is  permanently  grassed  and  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to, 

(i)  range  improvement  areas, 

(ii)  grazing  dispositions  or  reserves  on  public  land, 

(iii)  native  prairie  and  grassland  areas, 

(iv)  land  controlled  by  a Special  Areas  Board, 


(v)  Eastern  Irrigation  District  land,  and 


(vi)  native  meadows  in  the  Green  Area  that  are  confirmed  by  an  inspector  as 
grassland; 


(g)  "Green  Area"  has  the  meaning  given  to  it  in  the  Conservation  and  Reclamation 
Regulation  (A.R.  1 15/93)  and  is  illustrated  in  the  map  in  Appendix  "B"; 

(h)  "mix-bury-cover"  means  a method  to  dispose  of  drill  hole  wastes  where  the  wastes  are 
mixed  with  subsoil,  buried  below  the  major  rooting  zone,  and  covered  with  surface 
soil; 

(i)  "oil  sands  exploration"  refers  to  exploration  for  oil  sands  in  the  areas  designated  as  Oil 
Sands  Areas  by  the  Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities  Board; 

(j)  "operator"  means 

(i)  any  person  who  carries  on  or  has  carried  on  an  exploration  operation, 

(ii)  the  holder  of  a licence,  approval  or  permit  issued  by  the  Alberta  Energy  and 
Utilities  Board  for  purposes  related  to  the  carrying  on  of  an  exploration 
operation, 

(iii)  the  holder  of  a surface  lease  for  purposes  related  to  the  carrying  on  of  an 
exploration  operation, 

(iv)  a successor,  assignee,  executor,  administrator,  receiver,  receiver-manager  or 
trustee  of  a person  referred  to  in  (i)-(iii)  and 

(v)  a person  who  acts  as  principal  or  agent  of  a person  referred  to  in  (i)-(iv); 

(k)  "subsoil"  means  the  soil  material  beneath  the  surface  soil  and  technically  the  B horizon 
or  horizons; 

(l)  "surface  soil"  means  the  uppermost  mineral  and  organic  material  valued  as  a growing 
medium; 

(m)  "White  Area"  has  the  meaning  given  to  it  in  the  Conservation  and  Reclamation 
Regulation  (A.R.  1 15/93)  and  is  illustrated  in  the  map  in  Appendix  "B". 

(2)  Terms  that  are  defined  in  sections  1 and  1 19  of  the  Environmental  Protection  and 

Enhancement  Act  and  in  the  Conservation  and  Reclamation  Regulation  (A.R.  1 1 5/93)  have  the 
same  meaning  when  used  in  this  Code  of  Practice,  unless  otherwise  defined  or  modified  within 
this  Code  of  Practice. 


Registration 


3 In  addition  to  any  information  required  by  the  Director  under  the  Approvals  and 
Registration  Procedure  Regulation  (A.R.  113/93),  an  operator  carrying  out  an  exploration 
operation  shall  complete  the  registration  form  attached  to  this  Code  of  Practice  and  forward  it  to 
the  Director  and  shall  obtain  a registration  number,  prior  to  commencing  surface  activity. 

Operator's  Duty 

4 The  operator  shall  comply  with  all  requirements  of  this  Code  of  Practice. 

Pre-Exploration  Requirements 

5(1)  Prior  to  commencing  any  exploration  operation,  the  operator  shall  develop  a plan  for 
the  exploration  operation  containing  the  information  set  out  in  Appendix  "A",  as  applicable. 

(2)  When  planning  an  exploration  operation,  the  operator  shall 

(a)  locate  and  design  access  roads  and  drill  sites  to  avoid  unstable  or  steep  slopes 
adjacent  to  watercourses  or  waterbodies,  and 

(b)  keep  road  gradients  as  low  as  possible  to  reduce  road  surface  erosion  and  the 
possibility  of  stream  sedimentation. 

(3)  Prior  to  commencing  the  exploration  operation,  the  operator  shall  meet  with  an 
inspector  to  review  the  plan  for  the  exploration  operation. 

(4)  Prior  to  making  any  changes  to  the  plan  for  the  exploration  operation,  the  operator 
shall  notify  an  inspector  of  the  proposed  change  or  changes.  When  requested  by  an  inspector,  the 
operator  shall  meet  with  the  inspector  to  review  the  proposed  change  or  changes  to  the  plan  for 
the  exploration  operation. 

(5)  The  operator  shall  notify  an  inspector  of 

(a)  the  date  of  commencement  of  exploration  operations,  and 

(b)  the  date  of  completion  of  exploration  operations, 

5 days  prior  to  each  date. 

Site  Disturbance  and  Clearing 

6(1)  Exploration  operations  shall  be  conducted  in  a manner  that  minimizes  clearing,  surface 
disturbance,  soil  erosion,  soil  loss,  soil  degradation,  and  landscape  instability. 


(2)  The  operator  shall  suspend  exploration  operations  where  adverse  weather  or  ground 
conditions  exist  that  cause  or  may  cause  adverse  effects,  including  but  not  limited  to, 

(a)  excessive  erosion, 

(b)  watercourse  or  waterbody  sedimentation,  or 

(c)  mixing,  loss,  or  degradation  of  surface  soil. 

(3)  Where  exploration  operations  are  suspended  under  section  6(2),  the  operator  shall  not 
recommence  exploration  operations  until  the  field  conditions  resulting  in  the  suspension  are  no 
longer  apparent. 

(4)  The  operator  shall  notify  an  inspector  when  exploration  operations  are  suspended  or 
recommenced. 

Soil  Handling 

7(1)  For  exploration  operations  involving  drilling,  surface  soils  shall  be  handled  during 
construction  of  drill  hole  sites  and  access  roads  in  a manner  that  allows  the  surface  soils  to  be 
replaced  on  the  surface  of  disturbed  land  at  the  time  of  reclamation. 

(2)  The  following  requirements  apply  to  soil  salvage  and  conservation  for  exploration 

operations  involving  trenches,  adits,  or  bulk  sample  pits. 

(a)  The  operator  shall  salvage  and  conserve  surface  soil  and  subsoil  from  disturbed  land 
and  store  the  soils  separately  for  replacement  during  reclamation. 

(b)  On  cultivated  land,  the  operator  shall  salvage  the  plough  layer  (Ap  horizon)  and  any 
Ah,  Ahe  or  similar  horizons  such  as  Bp.  Very  deep  surface  soils  shall  be  salvaged  to 
a maximum  depth  of  70  centimetres.  Very  shallow  surface  soils  of  less  than  10 
centimetres  shall  be  salvaged  to  a minimum  depth  of  10  centimetres  unless  the 
underlying  material  is  unsuitable  for  salvage,  such  as  Bnt,  bedrock,  gravel,  or  rock. 

(c)  On  grassland,  the  operator  shall  salvage  all  Ah  and  Ahe  horizons.  If  the  A horizon 
or  horizons  are  less  than  15  centimetres,  then  the  operator  shall  salvage  a minimum 
of  15  centimetres  of  material  unless  the  material  is  unsuitable  for  salvage,  such  as 
Bnt,  bedrock,  gravel,  or  rock. 

(d)  On  forested  land  in  the  White  Area,  the  operator  shall  salvage  duff  (LFH)  plus  Ah 
and  Ahe  horizons  and  up  to  15  centimetres  of  the  Ae  horizon.  If  the  A horizon  or 
horizons  are  less  than  15  centimetres,  then  a minimum  of  15  centimetres  of  material 
shall  be  salvaged  unless  the  material  is  unsuitable  for  salvage,  such  as  Bnt,  bedrock, 
gravel,  or  rock. 


(e)  On  forested  land  in  the  Green  Area,  the  operator  shall  salvage  duff  (LFH)  plus  a 
minimum  of  15  centimetres  of  mineral  soil  unless  the  material  is  unsuitable  for 
salvage,  such  as  Bnt,  bedrock,  gravel,  or  rock. 

(f)  In  areas  where  peat  is  deeper  than  40  centimetres,  the  operator  shall  salvage  a 
maximum  of  40  centimetres  of  surface  soil.  In  areas  where  peat  depth  is  less  than  40 
centimetres,  the  operator  shall  salvage  either 

(i)  a minimum  of  1 5 centimetres  of  surface  soil,  or 

(ii)  a maximum  of  40  centimetres  of  surface  soil  or  to  the  mineral  soil  contact. 

(g)  When  less  than  the  minimum  depth  of  surface  soil  specified  in  sections  7(2)(b)-(e)  is 
salvaged,  the  operator  shall  document  this  information  for  inclusion  in  the 
application  for  the  reclamation  certificate. 

(h)  The  operator  shall  salvage  subsoil  to  a maximum  depth  of  1.2  metres  from  the 
surface  unless  the  material  is  unsuitable  according  to  the  criteria  described  in  the 
most  recent  edition  of  Soil  Quality  Criteria  Relative  to  Disturbance  and 
Reclamation , published  by  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development. 

(3)  The  following  requirements  apply  to  stockpiles  of  salvaged  soils  for  exploration 
operations  involving  trenches,  adits,  or  bulk  sample  pits. 

(a)  Surface  soil  stockpiles  and  storage  areas  shall  be  located  in  a secure  area  away  from 
spoil  materials  and  exploration  activities  so  that  the  soils  are  accessible  and  available 
for  replacement  during  final  reclamation. 

(b)  The  operator  shall  keep  accurate  records  of  soil  storage  areas. 

(c)  During  construction,  all  stockpiles  shall  be  separated. 

(d)  Stockpile  foundations  shall  be  stable. 

(e)  Stockpiles  shall  be  contoured,  seeded  or  otherwise  stabilized  to  minimize  soil  loss 
through  wind  and  water  erosion. 

(f)  Subsoil  and  spoil  stockpiles  shall  not  be  placed  on  surface  soil  material  unless  the 
stockpiles  can  be  removed  with  minimum  disturbance  to  the  surface  soil. 

(4)  Surface  soil  handling  or  salvage  is  not  required 

(a)  where  slopes  exceed  22  degrees, 

(b)  where  minimum  disturbance  techniques  are  required  to  promote  successful 
reclamation,  such  as  on  native  prairie,  or 


(c)  where  the  exploration  operation  will  result  in  minimal  effect  on  the  land  surface. 
Water  Management  and  Erosion  Control 

8(1)  Unless  otherwise  authorized  in  writing  by  an  inspector,  the  operator  shall  not  disturb 
any  land  within  45  metres  of  the  banks  or  high  water  mark  of  any  waterbody  or  watercourse, 
excluding  land  associated  with  stream  crossings. 

(2)  Surface  drainage  shall  be  provided  as  part  of  road  construction  to 

(a)  control  runoff  from  the  road  surface, 

(b)  collect  and  control  seepage,  and 

(c)  reduce  saturation  and  ponding  along  the  road. 

(3)  The  operator  shall  undertake  measures  to  prevent  or  minimize  the  deposition,  entry  or 
placement  of  debris,  waste,  deleterious  substances,  soil  or  overburden  into  or  onto  a watercourse 
or  waterbody  at  any  time. 

(4)  The  operator  shall  minimize  the  number  of  stream  crossings  and  shall  use  stream 
crossing  techniques  such  as  fords,  snow  and  ice  fills,  log  fills,  log  culverts,  commercial  culverts,  or 
bridges  that  are  suitable  to  the  size,  nature  and  fisheries  characteristics  for  the  stream  being 
crossed. 

(a)  Fill  materials  and  structures  used  for  stream  crossings  shall  be  removed  following 
completion  of  exploration  operations  or  prior  to  spring  break,  whichever  comes  first. 

(b)  Snow  and  ice  fills  shall  be  breached  so  they  do  not  interfere  with  stream  drainage. 

(5)  Banks  and  approaches  at  stream  crossings  shall  be  stabilized  to  minimize  erosion  and 
sedimentation. 

(6)  The  operator  shall  carry  out  slope  stabilization,  crossditching,  soil  replacement,  and 
reseeding  to  reduce  erosion  on  disturbed  areas  until  a self-sustaining  vegetation  cover  is 
established. 

(7)  Before  undertaking  corrective  measures  where  erosion  or  stabilization  problems  have 
occurred,  are  occurring,  or  may  occur,  the  operator  shall  notify  an  inspector  of  the  proposed 
measures. 

Waste  Management 


9(1) 


The  operator  shall  take  preventative  measures  to  control  soil  and  water  contamination. 


(2)  When  drilling  muds  are  used,  the  operator  shall  use  sump  pits  constructed  in 
impermeable  soil  to  contain  drilling  fluids  and  drill  cuttings. 

(3)  When  a drilling  mud  sump  pit  cannot  be  located  in  impermeable  soil,  the  operator  shall 
contain  drilling  fluids  in  tanks  or  shall  use  liners  for  the  sump  pit. 

(4)  The  operator  shall  use  downhole  disposal  for  drill  hole  wastes. 

(5)  In  the  event  that  there  are  excess  drill  hole  wastes  from  freshwater  systems,  the 
wastes  shall  be  disposed  by  mix-bury-cover  or  landspreading  techniques  that  do  not 

(a)  result  in  off-site  release  or  migration  of  wastes, 

(b)  degrade  surface  soil,  or 

(c)  impair  vegetation  establishment  and  growth. 


(6)  The  operator  shall  dispose  of  drill  hole  wastes  from  oil  sands  exploration  drilling  in 
accordance  with 

(a)  the  most  recent  edition  of  Interim  Guidelines  for  the  Disposal  of  Drill  Hole  Wastes 
Generated  During  Exploration  for  Metallic  Minerals  (Gold,  Diamonds,  etc.),  Oil 
Sands  and  Uranium  in  the  Green  Area , published  by  Alberta  Environmental 
Protection,  and 

(b)  the  most  recent  edition  of  Drilling  Sump  Waste  Management  Requirements  (Guide  G- 
50),  published  by  the  Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities  Board. 

(7)  Upon  completion  of  the  exploration  operation,  the  operator  shall  backfill  and  level  any 
sump  pits. 

(8)  Other  waste  fluids,  such  as  cleaning,  maintenance  or  service  fluids,  resulting  from  or 
incidental  to  the  exploration  operation  shall  be  contained  in  tanks.  These  waste  fluids  shall  not  be 
placed  in  the  sump  or  released  onto  disturbed  land. 

(9)  The  operator  shall  contain  and  manage  domestic  and  sanitary  wastes  and  fluids  from 
camps. 

(10)  The  operator  shall  dispose  of  coal  or  oil  sands  waste  in  a manner  that  does  not 
degrade  surface  soil  or  impair  vegetation  establishment  and  growth. 


Reclamation 


10(1)  On  disturbed  land,  the  operator  shall 

(a)  backfill,  grade  and  contour  disturbed  areas  to  conform  with  or  blend  into  the 
surrounding  topography, 

(b)  replace  soil  materials  salvaged  for  reclamation,  and 

(c)  revegetate  so  that  species  and  composition  are  compatible  with  the  intended  land 
use. 

(2)  The  operator  shall  plug  all  flowing  holes. 

(3)  The  operator  shall  reclaim  disturbed  land  as  soon  as  practicable. 

(4)  The  operator  shall  remove  and  dispose  of  any  garbage  or  debris  on  disturbed  land  on 

an  ongoing  basis. 

(5)  The  operator  shall  remove  stream  crossing  structures  unless  the  landowner  consents  to 
the  structure  remaining  in  place. 

(6)  The  operator  shall  remediate  areas  where  subsidence  has  occurred  on  disturbed  land 
by  backfilling  or  contouring  and,  if  necessary,  replacing  additional  soil  material  and  revegetating. 
Remediation  of  subsidence  is  not  required  when  the  subsidence  is  less  than  10  centimetres  or 
where  the  subsidence  does  not  affect  the  return  of  equivalent  land  capability. 

(7)  The  operator  shall  use  seed  that  meets  or  exceeds  the  standards  of  No.  1 Certified 
Seed.  Prior  to  seeding,  the  operator  shall  notify  an  inspector  of  the  seed  mixtures  to  be  used. 
When  requested  in  writing  by  an  inspector,  the  operator  shall 

(a)  provide  a seed  testing  certificate  to  the  inspector  prior  to  seeding,  and 

(b)  adjust  the  seed  mixture. 

Reporting  and  Records 

11(1)  The  operator  shall  immediately  report  any  contravention  of  this  Code  of  Practice  by 
telephone  to  the  Director  of  Pollution  Control  Division  at  (403)  422-4505.  The  Director  of 
Pollution  Control  Division  may  require  the  operator  to  provide  a further  written  report  of  any 
contravention. 


(2)  At  the  completion  of  the  exploration  operation,  or  annually  where  the  exploration 
operation  continues  for  more  than  1 year,  the  operator  shall  prepare  a report  illustrated  with  maps 
containing  the  following  information: 

(a)  locations  and  descriptions  of  drill  holes,  trenches,  adits,  bulk  sample  pits,  access 
roads  and  other  surface  activity  completed  in  the  past  year  and  proposed  for  the 
current  year,  and 

(b)  a description  of  reclamation  activities  completed  in  the  past  year  and  proposed  for 
the  current  year. 

(3)  The  operator  shall  provide  the  report  or  reports  prepared  under  section  1 1(2)  to  an 
inspector  upon  request. 

(4)  The  operator  shall  retain  the  report  or  reports  prepared  under  section  1 1(2)  for  a 
period  of  5 years  after  the  issuance  of  a reclamation  certificate. 

Code  Amendment 

12  This  Code  of  Practice  will  be  reviewed  every  5 years  beginning  in  2001.  Alberta 

Environmental  Protection  will  accept  and  compile  written  comments  on  the  contents  of  this  Code 
at  any  time,  and  will  review  all  comments  received  at  the  next  5 year  review.  The  Director  may 
institute  a review  and  amendment  of  this  Code  of  Practice  at  any  time.  All  proposed  amendments 
to  this  Code  of  Practice  will  be  reviewed  by  government,  industry  and  the  interested  public.  The 
Director  shall  have  the  final  decision  on  amendments  made  to  this  Code  of  Practice.  Amendments 
to  this  Code  of  Practice  shall  become  effective  when  published  by  Alberta  Environmental 
Protection. 

Effective  Date 
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This  Code  of  Practice  is  effective  September  30,  1996. 


APPENDIX  "A1 


CONTENT  OF  A PLAN  FOR  AN  EXPLORATION  OPERATION 
1 . A map  or  maps  at  an  appropriate  scale  showing  township,  range  and  section,  and  illustrating 

a)  the  areaJn  which  coal  or  oil  sands  exploration  will  be  undertaken,  including  natural 
features  such  as  contours,  watercourses,  and  waterbodies; 

b)  all  disturbances  developed  through  previous  exploration  operations  conducted  by  the 
operator  in  the  area  of  the  current  exploration  operation  and  the  reclamation  status  of 
exploration  operations  that  have  not  yet  received  reclamation  certification; 

c)  the  location  of  proposed  drill  hole  sites,  individually  numbered,  and  if  appropriate, 
future  lines  of  drilling  in  the  event  the  exploration  operation  extends  over  several 
years; 

d)  the  location,  nature  and  extent  of  existing  and  proposed  access  roads  and  trails; 

e)  current  land  use; 

f)  land  ownership,  including  occupants  and  lessees; 

g)  the  location  and  type  of  all  water  crossings; 

h)  the  location  of  unstable  areas  that  may  be  affected  by  the  exploration  operation; 

i)  the  location  and  type  of  campsites,  air  landing  strips,  helicopter  pads,  or  any  other 
proposed  activity  or  surface  disturbance  related  to  the  exploration  operation; 

j)  land  currently  covered  by  a surface  disposition  under  the  Public  Lands  Act , including 
Mineral  Surface  Leases,  Licences  of  Occupation,  Grazing  Leases,  and  Natural  Areas; 

k)  other  private  or  public  works  which  may  be  affected  by  exploration  operations,  such  as 
oil  or  gas  wells  or  pipelines. 

2.  A written  report,  consisting  of 

a)  a summary  of  the  environmental  setting,  including  sensitive  areas  such  as  critical 
wildlife  habitat,  unstable  slopes,  erosion  prone  areas,  or  native  prairie,  in  which  the 
exploration  operation  is  to  be  conducted,  and  a description  of  proposed  operating 
procedures  to  be  used  in  sensitive  areas; 

b)  a summary  of  any  land  use  planning  regulations,  such  as  municipal  plans  or  land  use 
bylaws.  Eastern  Slopes  Zoning,  Integrated  Resource  Plans,  or  Wildlife  Management 
Plans,  in  effect  in  the  area; 


c)  a description  of  the  type  of  drilling  and  support  equipment  to  be  used; 

d)  a description  of  procedures  to  be  used  to  contain  and  dispose  of  drilling  fluids  and 
cuttings; 

e)  a description  of  surface  soil  handling  or  salvage  procedures; 

f)  a description  of  proposed  reclamation  procedures  and  scheduling  for  interim  and 
permanent  reclamation; 

g)  the  schedule  for  the  exploration  operation; 

h)  a description  of  the  nature  and  extent,  including  area  or  length  as  appropriate,  of  any 
clearing  and  disturbance  associated  with  drill  sites,  new  access,  existing  access,  and 
any  other  activity  required  for  the  exploration  operation. 

3.  Information  for  adits,  test  trenches,  and  small  bulk  pit  samples  includes 

a)  adit,  trench  or  pit  development,  including  cross-sections,  overburden  and  waste 
handling  procedures,  and  reclaimed  site  conditions; 

b)  soil  salvage  and  replacement;  and 

c)  water  management,  including  any  interceptor  ditches  to  divert  water  from  the  site. 


APPENDIX  "B' 


Map  of  the  Green  Area  and  the  White  Area  of  Alberta 
(provided  for  illustrative  purposes  only) 
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REGISTRATION  FORM 
Code  of  Practice  for  Exploration  Operations 


Name  and  address  of  operator: 

Telephone  and  fax  numbers  of  operator: 

Name  and  address  of  person  responsible  for  exploration  operation: 

Telephone  and  fax  numbers  of  person  responsible  for  exploration  operation: 

Anticipated  commencement  date  of  exploration  operation: 

Anticipated  completion  date  of  exploration  operation: 

For  drilling  programs,  provide  location  of  exploration  operation  by  township  and  range: 

For  programs  involving  trenches,  adits,  or  bulk  sample  pits,  provide: 

a)  location  of  exploration  operation  by  section,  township  and  range: 

b)  area  in  hectares  to  be  disturbed  by  exploration  operation: 

c)  amount  of  coal  or  oil  sands  to  be  removed: 

I acknowledge  that  I have  reviewed  a copy  of  the  Code  of  Practice  for  Exploration  Operations, 
and  that  I am  bound  by  the  provisions  of  this  Code  of  Practice,  and  any  subsequent  amendments 
to  it. 


Signature  of  Operator 


Date 


For  office  use  only: 

Date  Received:  

Registered  by: 


Director's  Signature  Title  Date 

Registration  Number:  


